
  

Desborough Town Council 
Town Clerk: Graham Thomson 

High Street, Desborough, NN14 2QS 
01536 628816  clerk@desboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk 

To: All Town Councillors 

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Desborough Town Council to be held online using ZOOM on 
Thursday 21 January 20212, commencing at seven o’clock for the purpose of transacting the following business. 
Members of the press and public are invited to attend remotely. 

To join the meeting follow this link  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87478381802?pwd=WjljV3FPcXY1TUowTUxtdWs5bXRpZz09  

If necessary, use the following - Meeting ID: 874 7838 1802  Passcode: 276301 

If you wish to join by audio telephone only (your normal call charges will apply) dial one of the following numbers: 
0203 481 5240; or 0131 460 1196; or 0203 051 2874; or 0203 481 5237 and use the meeting ID and password given 
above.  To raise your hand when you are following the meeting by telephone please press *9, if the Chair invites you 
to speak you will need to press *6  

NOTE TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Members of the public who wish to follow proceedings are welcome to use the login details above using Zoom.  All 
members of the public will be muted and not able to be heard unless the Chair of the meeting invites them to speak. 

Owing to the remote nature of attendance, any members of the public wishing to address the Council are requested 
to provide details to the Town Clerk before the meeting either by emailing the usual form (available on the Council’s 
website here Your Right to Speak at Council Meetings or here “Home” > “Policies” > “Your Rights” > “Your Right to 
Speak at Council Meetings”) to the Council using the email address above, by sending the same information to the 
Town Clerk by email, or using the email us facility on the Council’s website.  

Signed, 

Graham Thomson 
Town Clerk 

15 January 2021 
AGENDA 
112./20 Chair’s welcome and announcements 
113./20 To consider changes to the Protocol on remote access to meetings 

Now that the protocol has been in place for some time it is opportune to review and refresh it in the 
light of experience locally and nationally.  Amendments as set out in Appendix A have been proposed 
to enhance safely and security and to keep meetings running efficiently.  The Council is 
RECOMMENDED to adopt the revised protocol with immediate effect. 

114./20 To consider and if so resolved to approve apologies for absence 
115./20 To note any declarations of interest from Councillors 
116./20 To note or consider any requests for dispensation 

To note any requests for dispensation for Councillors with an interest to be allowed to speak which 
have been considered by the Town Clerk in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and the Council’s 
Scheme of Delegation, and to consider any such applications not yet determined. 

117./20 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 10 December 2020 
118./20 To hear representations from members of the public notified in advance of the meeting  

Note: no decisions can be made in response to matters raised under this item. 

119./20 To note the Council’s response to the Planning Appeal relating to Land at Birchfield Spring 
Nursery, Rushton Road, Desborough 
Members will be aware of the troubled history of the Birchfield Springs site (aka fish farm).  The current 
situation is that following enforcement action by the Planning Authority (Kettering Borough Council) an 
appeal was lodged by Mr L Thomas against the Borough Council’s decisions with respect to Birchfield 
Springs.   

Although the site is in Pipewell parish it obviously has a serious impact in Desborough.  This is a 
formal appeal which will be determined by an external Inspector on planning points and points of law 
rather than emotion.  Comments can be made by groups and individuals here https://
acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?Caseid=3253535  

Representations must be submitted by 20/01/2021 (before the Council’s meeting).  In accordance with 
the Council’s Planning and Licensing Policy the Town Clerk will submit a response on behalf of the 
Council in accordance with the wishes of the majority of Councillors expressing a view.  The Council is 
REQUESTED to note the response which will be circulated in due course. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87478381802?pwd=WjljV3FPcXY1TUowTUxtdWs5bXRpZz09
https://desboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk/documents/your-right-to-speak-at-council-meetings-form-16-05-2019/
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?Caseid=3253535
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?Caseid=3253535


120./20 To determine the Council’s budget for 2021/22 
The Council has a statutory duty to set a budget each year which should cover the cost of all its duties 
and any discretionary expenditure it might wish to make.  Views expressed in the consultation process 
have been taken into account in preparing the DRAFT items for 2021/22. These are based on the best 
estimates of costs out-turns. 

As last year, the draft figures cover the main cost centres:- 
• Democratic Services (including all staff costs direct and indirect, training, audit, Data Protection, 

Information Commissioner, publicity, elections/polls) 
• Memberships and subscriptions (including county and national societies) 
• Town Council Office (including rent, rates, connectivity, services, lease obligations) 
• Administration (including office expenses, equipment, software, website, emails, insurance, 

Christmas lights, speed signs, pocket park, legal costs) 
• Projects (including many of the suggestions made before and during the consultation) 

As last year, it is impossible to accurately gauge the impact of local government cuts and Local 
Government Reorganisation.  Councillors are advised to make their own judgements about what 
services might be lost, cut, or offered to the Town Council and whether or not they wish to make 
provision for them.  A cursory glance at other Councils’ budgets and cuts might produce items such as: 
grit bins; grass cutting of verges; street lighting, and the Town Market.   

What the Council could not have imagined in setting last year’s budget was the pandemic and the 
impact Covid-19.  It should go without saying that there have been significant delays in projects and 
activities caused by the lockdowns and with staff diverted to other duties 

A draft budget has been circulated separately and will be available on the Council’s website.  Subject 
to the Council’s decisions on projects and expenditure for the coming year, the Responsible Financial 
Officer would urge the Council to continue to aim to reduce the high level of balances within a three 
year period, and to earmark funds for items which it considers appropriate for the Town Council to fund 
(rather than another Local Authority).  This would also allow the Council to manage the expenditure 
adequately, retain a buffer against the impact of the effects of the impending reorganisation of local 
government in the County, and current national uncertainties.  Only after the Council has fixed its 
budget is it able to consider raising funds through a Council tax precept.  The Council is REQUESTED 
to identify those items on which it wishes to proceed from reserves and earmarked amounts, and to 
approve the budget for 2020/21. 

121./20 To consider and determine any precept demand for 2021/22 
If the Council determines that the expenditure budgeted cannot or should not be funded entirely from 
reserves and income, then it must resolve to make a precept (a charge from one local authority to 
another) specifying the rate of tax to be charged on its behalf. Currently, the capacity of Town and 
Parish Councils to set precepts is uncapped unlike Borough and County Councils. However, it is 
imprudent to assume that this situation will remain. If the Council chose to set a very low or even zero 
precept and the following year a cap was introduced the Council would not be able to function once 
balances ran out. Even if no such cap was introduced, to have a low (or nil) precept then to impose a 
precept which is dramatically higher would be unwise. Having said that, it would be equally unwise to 
attempt to reduce the Council’s reserves within a single financial year. With regard to reserves, the 
Good Councillor’s Guide to Finance and Transparency (DCLG) states: “Local councils need to hold an 
amount in reserves to meet unexpected expenditure, otherwise they could run out of money before the 
end of the financial year. A council should typically hold between 3 and 12 months expenditure as a 
general reserve.” 

Kettering Borough Council requires the precept decision to be communicated to it before 22 January 
2020. Following the setting of the budget earlier in the meeting, the Town Clerk will advise on the 
impact of the spending proposals and the possible precept.  Calculation of the precept is based on the 
tax base which is the number of Band D equivalent properties that are relevant for each area.  The 
illustrative tax base for Desborough the 2020/21 tax base was 3,804 band D properties.  This tax base 
assumes a change to Council Tax support for 2021/22 which is currently under consideration. 

For indicative purposes, the table below shows the spread of precept per property (figures subject to 
rounding errors): 

It is RECOMMENDED that the Council determines any precept to be charged. 

Precept 
amount

Band A Band B Band C Band D Band E Band F Band G Band H

Proportion 6/9 ths 7/9 ths 8/9 ths 9/9 ths 11/9 ths 13/9 ths 15/9 ths 18/9 ths
£1,000 £0.17 £0.20 £0.23 £0.26 £0.32 £0.38 £0.43 £0.52

£10,000 £1.75 £2.05 £2.34 £2.63 £3.21 £3.80 £4.38 £5.26
£15,000 £2.63 £3.06 £3.50 £3.94 £4.82 £5.69 £6.57 £7.88
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122./20 To receive the report of the Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee 
The report of the meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee is attached at Report No. 1. 

As part of its deliberations, the Advisory Committee noted that the Council would need assistance with 
the technical aspects of the work and suggested that external professional help be sought and that a 
consultant be engaged to lead the Advisory Committee through the necessary steps and to update the 
draft plan. 

In accordance with views expressed, negotiations with the consultant used most recently were 
undertaken with a view to the consultant and the Advisory Committee working together to prepare a 
more comprehensive version of the Plan, gathering the evidence needed and aiming for a complete 
draft (in MS Word) by around July.  This would require some community engagement which of course 
may be challenging based on the likelihood of Covid-related restrictions.   

The cost will depend on the specific work carried out given that some policies may require further 
evidence and others may be removed.  The maximum expected cost is anticipated at £5,700 to take 
the Plan through to its conclusion which would be accommodated within the Neighbourhood Plan 
budgetary provision.  The costs are based on an hourly rate and any additional or extended time on 
elements would increase the cost.  By the same token, any tasks undertaken more quickly or not 
carried out will reduce the charge for that element.  The Council is able to engage the same consultant 
as previously used in accordance with Financial Regulation 4.12. 

The Council is RECOMMENDED to:- 
a) accept and adopt the report; and, 
b) consider and if so resolved to approve the appointment of Navigus Planning to carry out the 

work set out and take the Plan through to its conclusion at an estimated total cost of £5,700 
(plus VAT). 

123./20 To approve a schedule of meetings for the 2021/22 municipal year 
A schedule of proposed meeting dates has been devised.  The schedule follows the Council’s normal 
pattern of meeting on the third Thursday of the month except August when there is no meeting and 
December when the meeting is the second Thursday.  Budget consultations are proposed for Thursday 
7 October (7pm) and Saturday 9 October (10am) but other details will be confirmed nearer the time.  
Meetings of the Council will take place in accordance with legislation at the time of convening or 
holding each meeting.  Council meetings are likely to be physical meetings in Desborough Library, 
using online video and audio links (arrangements for each meeting to be advised separately), or a 
combination of both.  All meetings will commence at 7pm (unless otherwise stated). 

The Council is RECOMMENDED to approve the undermentioned dates:- 
Budget consultation: 07/10/21, 09/10/21 (10am) 
Council meetings:  20/05/21, 17/06/21, 15/07/21, 16/09/21, 21/10/21, 18/11/21, 09/12/21, 20/01/22, 
17/02/22, 17/03/22, 21/04/22, and 19/05/22 

124./20 To determine arrangements for virtual access to meetings 
As Members might recall, the current rules on virtual meetings expire on 7 May 2021.  This is the day 
after the scheduled elections.  In Parliament on Wednesday 13 January 2021, the relevant Minister, 
Chloe Smith MP, said that changing the date of the election would need primary legislation, and 
although she said that the Government was keeping the situation under review she was clear that the 
elections would go ahead on the due date.  She spoke about elections being Covid secure and that 
many comprehensive preparations had already been made.  She said consideration has been given to 
options of early voting and to all-postal voting and both had been discounted on the grounds of 
involving new complexity.   

During the first lockdown, the Council, like many others, adopted the Zoom platform to enable remote 
access to meetings.  This has worked reasonably well and the monthly cost is £11.99 plus VAT.  
However, there is an option to transfer to an annual subscription at a 20% saving (total price £119.90 
plus VAT).  Whether this represents value for money depends on taking a view about the ending of the 
virtual meeting rules. If the pandemic is over and physical meetings are permitted (and the remote 
access rules are not in place) then there will be no overriding need for Zoom.  If the current rules on 
virtual meetings are extended, or if hybrid meetings are allowed, then the Council will need to continue 
with some form of online service.  Although other services are available it is considered that changing 
to a different provider might lead to confusion and inconvenience. 

The Council is RECOMMENDED to approve an annual subscription to Zoom at a cost of £119.90 (plus 
VAT). 

125./20 To appoint a delegate to attend a Local Government Reorganisation information event 
The Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils is hosting an information event on the 
morning of Tuesday 19 January 2021 to seek answers to questions about how the new unitary 
councils will operate, what the impact on town and parish councils will be, and what will happen to 
services being provided at the moment by the Borough, District and County Councils.  The newly  

 of 3 9



appointed Chief Executive Officer for the Council will be present to answer questions. 
The Council is REQUESTED to consider attendance and to designate one representative. 

126./20 To consider appointing a Police Liaison Representative 
The Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils has been working with Northamptonshire 
Police to establish a new approach to liaison between Parish and Town Councils and the Police.  The 
idea is for each Council to appoint a person to act as a single point of contact for the Police.  It is the 
same principle as the Parish Paths Warden Scheme for rights of way.  If the Council agrees to join the 
scheme the person will receive regular updates from the police and an invitation to an annual briefing. 
A rôle description for the Police Liaison Representative is available at https://www.northantscalc.com/
uploads/police-liaison-representative-role-description-vdec20.pdf 
The Council is REQUESTED to consider appointing a representative. 

127./20 Information items 
The Council is REQUESTED to note the information in the undermentioned reports. 

127.1./20 To receive any reports on activity from Members of the Borough Council, the County 
Council, the North Northamptonshire Shadow Authority, and any local groups and 
volunteers 
Any other reports received will be circulated. 

Former Borough Councillor June Derbyshire 
The Council has been informed that June Derbyshire ceased to be a member of the 
Borough Council, with effect from 1 January 2021, as she failed to attend any meetings of 
the Council, or the shadow council, in the six months prior to that date. Accordingly, under 
S85 of the Local Government Act 1972, she automatically ceased to be a member of 
either Council.  There will be no by-election to fill the vacancy created because it is less 
than 6 months of the date of the May elections. 

Borough Councillor Mike Tebbutt  
“I am pleased to be able to advise that a meeting of the KBC Planning Policy Committee 
will be held on January 27th. The main report will provide an update on the Examination of 
the Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan.  
“The Inspector is reviewing the proposed Main Modifications and the next steps proposals 
are expected to be available shortly.  
“A further update report will be received on progress of work on Neighbourhood Plans 
which will include Desborough’s progress” 

County Councillor Allan Matthews 
• “MANSFIELD CLOSE CAR PARK 

“I understand that a number of businesses in town are disturbed by a rumour that this 
car park was about to be fitted out as a pay and display car park.  There is no truth in 
this rumour as neither KBC, nor NCC, has any such plan. 

• “COUNCIL TAX FOR 2021/22 
“The Shadow North Northamptonshire Unitary Council has advised on the levels of 
Council Tax for the year starting 1st April 2021.  For Band D properties the charge 
appears to be £1532.90, plus Police, Fire and Crime Commission charge, plus Town 
or Parish precept [as appropriate].   

• “FREE SCHOOL MEALS AT HALF TERM 
“Pupils who are eligible for Free School Meals will receive support from NCC during 
the February half term. £750,000 is being made available to provide shopping 
vouchers for families with eligible children and these vouchers will be distributed by the 
schools.  Further information: Liam Beasley on 01604 367324 or 07392 280476. 

• “BIRCHFIELD SPRINGS [aka Fishing Lakes] 
“Mr L Thomas is appealing against Enforcement Notice ENFO/2016/00136, served by 
KBC, for breaches of planning conditions at this site.  The Enforcement Notice cites a 
long list of breaches covering minerals, waste materials, machinery, plant hire, 
residential use, repairing vehicles and plant and the access roads at the site.  This is 
not a full description of the breaches listed but a summary of the issues covered in the 
Enforcement Notice which Mr Thomas is appealing against.” 

127.2./20 To note the consultation on the North Northamptonshire Council’s budget  
The shadow Authority is consulting on its proposed budget for 2021/22.  Following the 
consultation, final budgets proposals will be put to the shadow executive on 12 February 
before appearing before the full shadow authority for final approval on 23 February 2021.  
Details of the draft budget are here http://cmis.northamptonshire.gov.uk/cmis5live/
MeetingsCalendar/tabid/73/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/410/Meeting/3681/Committee/463/
Default.aspx 

 of 4 9

https://northantscalc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06fceb58f71fc0e936c95c0f5&id=1e9a95734d&e=4a6d9a6e4e
https://northantscalc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06fceb58f71fc0e936c95c0f5&id=1e9a95734d&e=4a6d9a6e4e
https://northantscalc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06fceb58f71fc0e936c95c0f5&id=63bd65803c&e=4a6d9a6e4e
https://northantscalc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06fceb58f71fc0e936c95c0f5&id=63bd65803c&e=4a6d9a6e4e
https://northantscalc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06fceb58f71fc0e936c95c0f5&id=63bd65803c&e=4a6d9a6e4e


Comments can be made at https://futurenorthants.citizenspace.com/north/
budget-2021-22/ 
or by writing to: North Northamptonshire Shadow Authority Sheerness House. Meadow 
Road. Kettering. NN16 8TL 

127.3./20 To consider possible changes to Christmas Decorations in future years  
Following the questions raised at the last meeting it has been confirmed that the 
arrangement with the Borough Council to store, erect, remove, and replace our Christmas 
decorations (and to provide the tree) will be transferred to the North Northants Council.  
For Christmas 2020, the Borough Council’s new contractor experienced a few teething 
problems but these were resolved locally. 

127.4./20 To receive an update on the proposed CCTV upgrade 
No further information was received over the festive period.  

The Borough Council has now confirmed that approval has been given on the basis of the 
Town Council contributing towards the upgrade to the camera system as part of the main 
KBC CCTV system and the overall ownership of the system will remain with KBC.  This is 
the Town Council’s understanding too.  Grant payments will be released to KBC in 
accordance with the Council’s decision as proper financial details are received. 

127.5./20 To receive an update on the Braybrooke Road Play area 
The Borough Council has received the Town Council’s funding for this work and the 
procurement process is underway and Councillors will be kept informed of progress. 

127.6./20 To receive an update on the Greenspace area 
Work has begun on drawing up the relevant contract procurement documentation. 

127.7./20 To receive an update on the proposed one way system 
No further information has been received over the festive period.  

127.8./20 To receive a report on crime in the Town 
Details of the latest crime figures will be made available on the Council’s website.  

127.9./20 To receive a report on vehicle speeds in the Town 
Details of the latest reports from the TVAS speed signs are available on the Council’s 
website. 

127.10./20 To note a report about vehicle movements into and out of the Rothwell North 
construction site 
The Council is usually notified about vehicle movements into and out of the construction 
site and any violations of the approved routes by HGVs.  The most recent information is:- 

 14/12 - 20/12 8 violations inwards and 0 violation outwards  
     (this represents a violation rate of 1.62%) 
 21/12 - 27/12 2 violations inwards and 0 violation outwards  
     (this represents a violation rate of 1.12%) 
 28/12 - 03/01 1 violations inwards and 0 violation outwards  
     (this represents a violation rate of 0.99%) 
 04/01 - 10/01 9 violations inwards and 2 violation outwards  
     (this represents a violation rate of 2.38%) 

During these periods, three of the breaches will not be actioned because two were on 
behalf of KBC and one was a delivery for a private customer. 

128./20 To receive and note the planning and licensing report and consider commenting on 
applications 
In accordance with the views expressed by Councillors, any comments on applications which were 
uncontentious and uncontested were submitted to the relevant planning authority as set out in the 
report at Appendix B.  The Council is RECOMMENDED to note the report and raise comment on any 
items not already submitted. 

129./20 To receive the finance report 
The Council is RECOMMENDED to approve the report (Appendix C). 

130./20 To consider and if so resolved to approve accounts for payment and to note those made in 
accordance with the scheme of delegation 
The report set out at Appendix D details those invoices and payments for payment, those authorised in 
accordance with the scheme of delegation, and those where payment is by continuous authority.  
Details in the report will be updated before the meeting as information is received.  
The Council is RECOMMENDED to approve the payments. 

131./20 To receive the report of the Personnel Committee 
The minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee are attached at Report No. 2 and the Council 
is RECOMMENDED to approve the report. 
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Appendix A 
Desborough Town Council 
21 January 2021 

 
Protocol on remote access to meetings 

Background 
This protocol will be observed for all meetings under the direction of Desborough Town Council to which the Local 
Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus)(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel 
Meetings)(England and Wales) Regulations 2020 apply.  Meetings are open to the public and press unless there is an 
overriding reason for confidentiality (set out in other legislation).  The protocol applies to everyone logging into 
meetings whether they are “participants” (voting Councillors and non-Councillor voting members); Unitary, Borough or 
County Councillors representing wards in Desborough; or “visitors” (members of the press and public).  The protocol 
will be reviewed periodically and alterations may be made as a result. 

Behaviors 
The Council will not accept or tolerate any inappropriate behaviours, comments, postings, or contributions.  Standing 
Orders including Standing Order 6.4 apply to remotely accessed meetings.  However, given the immediate and 
potentially highly offensive nature of online abuse any suspected infringement will result in the host muting the feed 
from the alleged offender, returning them to the waiting room, and reporting the matter to the Chair.  The Chair may 
either direct the host to close the connection to the party concerned if possible, or to readmit them to the meeting.  
The Chair may issue warnings about behaviour if they see fit.  If it is not possible to exclude any contribution or 
contributor then the meeting may be terminated on the direction of the Chair, and resumed immediately afterwards 
excluding the party concerned.  All those attending the meeting should be mindful that they may be seen, heard, and 
recorded; they should act in a manner appropriate to a formal Council meeting (this includes the use of virtual 
backgrounds and other images on screen); and be mindful that apps can access personal information. 

1. Before the Meeting 
1.1. The Town Clerk will make arrangements for the virtual meeting room and will publish the access information 

with the agenda. 
1.2. At least two hours before the meeting, all participants should declare to the Town Clerk any interest in any 

matter to be discussed.  If as a result of any interest declared, any participant would normally be required to 
leave the meeting room then the item may be moved to minimise the disruption to the meeting when the 
participant with the interest leaves the virtual meeting room. 

2. Start of meeting 
2.1. The Town Clerk will open the meeting room fifteen minutes before the advertised start time for the meeting and 

admit participants. 
2.2. All participants:- 

(a) will be unmuted as they enter the meeting room; 
(b) will be asked to test their connection to ensure that they can hear and be heard by others, and if possible to 

see and be seen by others; 
(c) should confirm that they are in as quiet a location as possible and that others will not interrupt or disrupt 

proceedings; 
(d) should turn mobile phones off or to silent, unless being used for remote access to the meeting. 

3. During the Meeting 
3.1. The host will admit visitors to the meeting who will remain muted and with cameras turned off. 
3.2. The Chair will welcome everyone to the meeting and will provide information for attendees. 
3.3. The meeting protocol will be broadly as it would be in a traditional meeting in the Council’s normal meeting 

rooms; in summary:- 
• all contributions must go through the Chair,  
• items will be introduced,  
• participants may discuss the matter or ask questions which may be answered,  
• any visitors who wish to put forward views (and who are invited to do so by the Chair) may do so,  
• the discussion may be summed up by the Chair, and motions moved, and any vote taken. 

3.4. If any participant leaves the meeting for whatever reason during a debate and rejoins:- 
(a) during the same discussion, this will not be recorded in the minutes; 
(b) after the voting on that issue, the absence will be recorded in the minutes. 

4. Speaking and voting 
4.1. Any participant who wishes to speak must raise their hand and clearly indicate to the Chair who will direct the 

order of speaking.  (Visitors who wish to speak should so indicate so using the guidance on the agenda.) 
4.2. Voting at remote meetings will be carried out by a clear show of hands, by a roll call of Councillors’ names and 

asking them to state their vote, or by another method of voting should a platform allow it, as determined by the 
Chair of the meeting. The Town Clerk will read back the votes of each participant for clarification if necessary.  
Votes will only be listed in the minutes if a recorded vote is properly requisitioned.  
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Appendix B 

Desborough Town Council 
21 January 2021 

 
Planning and Licensing Matters 
KET/2020/0888 
13 King Street, Desborough 
Single storey rear extension 

KET/2020/0873 
4 Rothwell Road, Desborough 
Detached garage 

KET/2020/0841 
Desborough Conservative Club 
30 Victoria Street, Desborough 
Conversion of first floor function room and kitchen to 2 no. flats 

NK/2021/0003 
10A Beech Close, Desborough 
Ground floor rear extension and first floor side extension above existing ground floor 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Appendix C 
Desborough Town Council 
21 January 2021 

 
Financial Report 

Monthly Bank Reconciliation (31/12/2020) 

The dividend from the CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund is reinvested each month into the fund.  The Council has now 
received the annual grant of £2,450 from the Economic Development department of Kettering Borough Council as a 
contribution towards the cost of purchasing, installing, and maintaining Christmas lights in Desborough for the 2020 
season. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Appendix D 

Desborough Town Council 
10 December 2020 

 
Accounts for payment 

Table may be updated before the meeting (added items in bold) 
+ Paid in accordance with delegated, continuous authority, or as previously approved. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dividend / Charges
Unity Trust Bank Current £9,927.10 (£22.05)
Unity Trust Bank Saver £1,000.00
Barclays Current £1.00
Barclays Business Saver £9.45
CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund £360,901.39 £18.68
Reconciled Balance £371,838.94

Supplier Description Reason VAT Total 
Amount

+ Talk Talk Business Town Council Office Internet and telephone £5.39 £32.34
+ Mr G Thomson General office & sundry expenses Refund (Zoom subscription 

Dec)
£2.40 £14.39

+ Mr G Thomson Town Council Office Mobile phone (Jan) £0.00 £10.00
+ Desborough Library 

and Community Hub
Town Council Office Office Rent (Jan) £0.00 £666.67

+ Mr G Thomson Salaries and Employment Costs Salary (January) £0.00 £2,029.39
+ LGSS Pensions Salaries and Employment Costs Pension (January) £0.00 £874.10
+ LexisNexis General office & sundry expenses Reference book (CAB) £0.00 £119.99
+ Initial Washroom 

Hygiene
General office & sundry expenses Sanitary collection (annual 

contract)
£17.94 £107.64
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Report No. 1 

Minutes of the meeting of the  
Desborough Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee 

held by Zoom on Monday 21 December 2020 

Present: Councillors: L Burnham, D Lamour, and P Sawford 
 Community: Messrs Churcher and Hill 
Also present: G Thomson (Town Clerk) 

1.  ELECTION OF CHAIR 
AGREED that:- 
Councillor Sawford be elected Chair. 

2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Keys, and Ms McLennan. 

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No declarations of interest were made. 

4.  TO HEAR REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
No members of the public requested to speak. 

5.  DISCUSSION ABOUT THE DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
The Advisory Committee considered the various documents available and worked through the Navigus report in 
detail.  It suggested that a number of textual and presentational changes be made to the draft plan in order to 
reflect the current situation (including the history and economy section which should include reference to the 
Co-operative movement); to improve readability; and to include only relevant text, charts, plans, and 
information.  It was also suggested that the maps and plans, where relevant, be consolidated and made clearer, 
and important green spaces be identified.  It also suggested that any future draft plans or documents should be 
made screen and print friendly as far as possible.  With regard to specific sites, the Town Clerk agreed to ask 
the Borough Council for an update on the proposals for the Lawrence's site and the old dairy off High Street.   

The Advisory Committee considered that the plan should have an aspiration for the town and town centre to be 
vibrant with a good infrastructure; a date range of 2020-2035; that policies should flow from and be relevant to 
the vision; and that consideration be given in future to parking provision. 

The Advisory Committee noted that the Council would need assistance with the technical aspects of the work 
and suggested that external professional help be sought and RECOMMENDED that a consultant be engaged to 
lead the Advisory Committee through the necessary steps and update the draft plan. 

The meeting closed at 21:07 
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Report No. 2 

Minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee 
of Desborough Town Council 

held by Zoom on 8 December 2020 

Councillors present:  L Burnham, G Holmes, J Read, P Sawford 
Also present: G Thomson (Town Clerk) 

1. ELECTION OF CHAIR. 
DECIDED that:- 
Cllr Sawford be appointed as Chair of the Committee for the 2020/21 municipal year. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
The Town Clerk reported that no apologies for absence had been received. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 
The Town Clerk reported that no declarations of interest had been made. 

4. TO HEAR REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC. 
No representations were made. 

5. TO APPOINT COUNCILLORS TO THE APPRAISAL PANEL. 
DECIDED that: 
Councillors Read and Sawford be appointed to the Appraisal Panel. 

6. TO CONSIDER A MOTION FOR THE EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC: 
DECIDED that:- 
in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by the Local 
Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the remaining agenda items by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted on the grounds that publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest. 

7. TO CONSIDER STAFF ISSUES 
The Committee gave detailed consideration to the issues raised and it was DECIDED that no action was 
necessary. 

The meeting closed at 19:53
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