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The Meeting of the Desborough Town Council held at Marlow House, Gold Street, 
Desborough on Thursday 20 November 2008.   

PRESENT 
Councillors: M Tebbutt, Chairman, P Goodman (Vice Chairman), D Coe, J Derbyshire,      

D Bindley, I Hollinshead, Cllr P Malin, Cllr G Durward, Cllr M Dearing, Cllr D Soans 
(7.04pm)  

Clerk:  Leigh Parkin 

Also in attendance: Cllr B Humfrey, County Councillor, Mr R Martin, Path Warden for 
Desborough, PCSO P Miller C7017, PCSO S Gell C7028, Mr D Larmour 

6514 Chairman’s Announcements 

Cllr Tebbutt attended the Remembrance Day Service at St. Giles Church and laid 
a wreath at the war memorial on behalf of the Desborough Town Council. He 
also attended the Kettering ceremony. 

On the 9th November 2008 Cllr Tebbutt attended a superb Youth Concert at the 
Derngate Theatre, Northampton. The concert was recorded by Radio 
Northampton and will be broadcast on Boxing Day from 11am until 12 midday. 

Cllr Tebbutt, Cllr Goodman and Cllr Coe attended the Borough of Kettering 
Mayor’s Charity Ball 2008. 

The Masquerade Choir will be performing at the Mayors Christmas Concert at 
the Lighthouse Theatre Kettering on 12th December 2008 at 7.30pm. 

Cllr Tebbutt reported that the hook on the Chairman’s chain had broken. The 
Town Council wishes to thank Mr Mark Churcher, Goldsmith/Jeweller, 
Desborough, who has repaired the chain at no cost to the Council. 

6515 Apologies for absence 

None received. 

6516 Declarations of Interest by Councillors 

Cllr Soans would not take part in any consideration of planning matters as he is 
on the Planning Committee at the Borough Council. 

Chairman ………………………………….
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6517 

6517.1

Police report 

PCSO Miller and PCSO Gell provided the meeting with October’s Parish Crime 
Report. These figures do not include anti-social behaviour. There is a reduction 
of crimes for October compared to October 2007.  

It was identified that there has been a spate of tagging, in one week there were 
6/7 incidents in one night. Tagging is a gang culture and they identify themselves 
by their postcode e.g. NN16. This has therefore increased the crime figures as it 
is classified as criminal damage. Tagging has mainly occurred to letterboxes, grit 
stores etc. however in a few cases the front of people’s houses have been tagged. 
It is difficult to get witnesses to this sort of behaviour because it is dark, they 
wear dark clothes and hoods and they are quick. Cllr Tebbutt raised the issue of 
the tagging on a house in Lower King Street and the Co-op which is not a 
postcode but Taz 08. The Police are aware of this. The biggest problem is being 
able to remove the graffiti. KBC cannot remove the graffiti from a private 
property. Removal can be expensive. 

Anti-social behaviour has reduced drastically. In previous years this has been the 
busiest time of year. There has been a swing to Rothwell, Crown Lane Park. The 
Neuville way situation has died down however the police still regularly visit the 
area. The Police have been proactive in their approach to youngsters and the 
Youth Club has been a real benefit. A couple of operations were undertaken at 
Halloween and on Bonfire Night where there were quite a few alcohol seizures 
and letters home to parents. Young people now find it hard to purchase alcohol in 
Desborough as there are now much stricter vetting procedures at all retail outlets 
within the Town. 

The Police have been actively visiting schools to give talks on stranger danger, 
anti-social behaviour etc. 

Cllr Humfrey raised the concern that lorries exceeding 7.5 tonnes are travelling 
along the Braybrooke Road. Magnetic Park are aware of this problem. Many of 
the lorries are travelling from Europe and do not know the area and therefore rely 
on their satellite navigation systems which direct them along the old route prior 
to the opening of the new A6 bypass. Cllr Goodman identified that the 7.5 tonne 
signs are in the wrong place, they need to be outside the Desborough limits with 
better signage from the A14. 

Cllr Dearing identified that there has been an increase in the number of lorries 
parked up overnight, for example, the Lawrence Factory Site and Braybrooke 
Road. Cllr Tebbutt is to raise the issue of a lorry park with KBC. 

Community Panel Feedback: Cllr Coe attended this realigned meeting and 
reported that the main issues discussed for Desborough were speeding on the 
Harborough Road and anti-social behaviour in Neuville Way which is under 
review. In addition across the Borough there is currently a problem of theft from 
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6518 Mr Bob Keys – presentation 

Mr Keys was due to attend the meeting to give a presentation re: a proposed 
development within Desborough which will create employment opportunities. 
Unfortunately due to technical reasons he was unable to attend. Mr Keys will 
contact the Town Council again when a revised timetable for initial consultation 
has been confirmed. 

Chairman ………………………………….
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6519 

6519.1 

6519.2 

6519.3

Representations from members of the public 

Mr D Larmour asked what response had been received from Kettering Borough 
Council with reference to the letter sent to Cllr J Hakewell, Leader of Kettering 
Borough Council, following the Town Meeting held on Friday 10th October 2008 
(Minute 6511.1). 

Cllr Goodman explained that the letter had been addressed to Cllr J Hakewell, 
Leader of Kettering Borough Council copied to a number of Officers. These 
letters had been hand-delivered. It was confirmed that the Officers received the 
letters however Cllr Hakewell had not received his copy. Both Cllr Goodman and 
Cllr Tebbutt have ensured Cllr Hakewell now has a copy. 

Mr Larmour stated that he felt it was time for the public to have their say  with 
regard to the lack of progress in the re-development of Desborough’s Town 
Centre. He feels that the Town Centre Partnership, Town Council and Business 
Club should organise a public meeting before Christmas to get resident’s views. 
In addition another couple of shops have given their notice in within the Town. 

Cllr Tebbutt explained that Ms Julia Beckett, Deputy Chief Executive is 
expecting to attend December’s meeting of the Desborough Town Council. Her 
report should be of interest to all. Mr Bob Keys had been unable to attend for 
technical reasons this evening and we are awaiting a revised timescale for initial 
consultation on a development within Desborough. The Officers at KBC have 
taken on board the contents of the letter sent and are working on it. The main 
concern is that the Leader of KBC has not acknowledged or responded to the 
letter. 

Cllr Goodman has also spoken to Mr Phillip Hollobone, MP who has stated that 
KBC do not have the funds to undertake Compulsory Purchase Orders, however, 
KBC are very aware of Desborough Town Council’s concerns. 

Cllr Soans reported that a revised Desborough Area Action Plan may be sent to 
the Town Council for consultation. 

Cllr Tebbutt requested that if the Town Centre Partnership had not received a 
response from the Leader of KBC within the next week he should be notified so 
that he can write to KBC. 

It was AGREED that at December’s meeting of the Town Council if no progress 
has been made by KBC in the re-development of the Town Centre then support 
may be given to hold a public meeting. 

Mrs K Green, 78 Harborough Road had contacted Cllr Hollinshead to 
highlight that there are no bins on the Grange Estate or Harborough Road. A 
request is to be made to KBC to see what might be able to be provided. 

Chairman ………………………………….
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6520 Mr Bob Martin, Path Warden for Desborough 

Mr Martin gave a written and verbal update on the condition of rights of way 
within Desborough. This included an explanation of the different rights of way 
that are found in Desborough. 

At October’s meeting two members of the public (Minute: 6506.1) raised 
concerns about Straight Furlong Lane which is a Byway. It was AGREED that 
Mr Martin will look into clarifying who is responsible for the maintenance of the 
Byway. 

Cllr Humfrey explained that she has been in contact with Mr Richard Hall, Local 
Access Officer at NCC in respect of pathway UC1. Currently there are a number 
of horses on the field owned by the Midlands Co-op which is part of this major 
walking route. The horses can be intimidating to walkers. It was AGREED that 
the Town Council should also write to Mr Hall with regard to this matter. 

Pathway UC4 – Mr Martin has telephoned the Enforcement Officer at KBC in 
respect of the barbed wire. 

Pathways UC 12 to 15 have been added over the past couple of years. 

Cllr Humfrey confirmed that she has used part of her Empowering Councillor’s 
funding to establish easily accessible walkways in Tailby Meadow, Nature 
Reserve. The meadow is managed by the Wildlife Trust and owned by KBC. A 
walkway on the Rothwell side of the River Ise has been put in by DEFRA. The 
Tailby meadow hedge will be laid by Mr Bob Martin. Three large kissing gates 
will be installed which will allow access to buggies, prams and wheelchairs. 
Information Boards about the wildlife in the meadow will be erected at the gates. 
It is planned to have rare breeds of cattle that will crop the meadow for a few 
weeks of the year in order to restore the flora. £35,000 match funding has been 
received from the Environment Agency for another bridge and to mend the weir. 
Cllr Humfrey intends to continue to develop this area. Information on local green 
and related Desborough walkways will be provided on a website. 

Pathway UC14 – Cllr Coe reported that the metal gate has disappeared  where 
the pathway is gated to Green Lane. The large gate is still there. 

Cllr Dearing asked who is responsible for maintaining the big ‘D’ walk. Mr 
Martin confirmed that the land owners are responsible for trimming the hedges.  

It was AGREED that the Rights of Way Department at NCC will be contacted to 
request a copy of the footpaths map for Desborough which can be displayed in 
the KBC Response Centre situated in the Desborough Library.   

Cllr Humfrey informed the Town Council that Mr Martin is an exemplary Path 
Warden for the County. The Town Council thanked Mr Martin for the excellent 
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6521 

6521.1 

Minutes of Town Council meeting held on 16 October 2008 

The Minutes of the Town Council meeting on the above date were unanimously 
approved and signed as a true record of the meeting.  

Matters Arising: 

Minute 6508 – Cllr Humfrey wished to expand and clarify the report given at the 
last meeting. The match-funding Cllr Humfrey has received is from the 
Environment Agency. This money is to be used to build an additional bridge and 
repair the weir so that water will be forced along the old meanders within the Ise 
Valley.  Money from the Empowering Councillor’s fund has been used to 
improve green walkways in the Ise Valley below the Leisure Centre. This 
includes erecting three kissing gates to accommodate wheelchairs, buggies and 
prams. Walkways in the area between Rothwell Road and Tailby Meadow will be 
outlined on maps to be drawn down from a website. 

Cllr Humfrey expressed her thanks to NCC for enabling and improving 
walkways around Desborough which supports the objective of circling the town 
with walkways. 

Chairman ………………………………….
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6522 County Councillor’s Report  

Cllr Humfrey has been recently asked how she has to date spent the Empowering 
Councillor’s fund she receives from NCC: 
Funding (£) Beneficiary 
£950 Desborough Junior Football Club 
£900 Desborough Junior Indoor Bowls Club 
£800 Desborough Town Junior Cricket Club - nets 
£750 Desborough Branch St. John Ambulance – machines to measure oxygen 
£1,000 URC Scouts – roof for new hut 
£1,000 St. Giles Scouts – enlarge storage hut 
£1,169 Youth Action Group (located at the Desborough Skate Park) – steel 
container for storage 
£650 Match-funding Desborough Cemetery Chapel repairs 
£1,360 Heritage Centre – new display panels 
£2,500 Desborough Pocket Park – drainage 

Cllr Humfrey reported that she had intended to utilise funding to put a trim trail 
around the perimeter of the playing field at the Leisure Centre. Originally KBC 
had agreed to this; however they subsequently changed their minds as in the 
future the Leisure Centre grounds may be considered for sale. The Recreation 
Ground was considered however it was decided that it was too small for a trim 
trail and that it may be vandalised. Rushton Road Park/Green Area was 
considered too wet and the drain overflows regularly leading to sewage over the 
lower end of the park. It was AGREED that a letter will be sent to 
Environmental Care, KBC asking them to investigate these sewage problems. 

The Town Council thanked Cllr Humfrey for the provision of funding for various 
organisations within the Town. 

Cllr Humfrey confirmed that she had written to Mr D Cook, Chief Executive of 
KBC requesting to meet with him to put across her dismay as to the neglect of 
Desborough’s Town Centre. As a result Cllr Humfrey met with Ms Julia Beckett, 
Deputy Chief Executive, KBC. Mr John Kemp, Secretary to the Civic Society 
attended the meeting with her. 

A consultation exercise costing approx. £10,000 had been undertaken for KBC 
by the Rockingham Forest Trust.  Section 106 agreement money was understood 
to be available to provide a park at the edge of the Grange estate. It was 
AGREED that a letter will be sent to KBC asking for a progress report. 

Chairman ………………………………….
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6523 Borough Councillors’ Reports  

Cllr Soans reported that the car park between Burghley Close and Mansefield 
Close is currently being re-surfaced. 

Cllr Soans reported that he had attended a Monitoring & Audit meeting at KBC 
and that whilst there are some cost pressures there is no cause for concern in 
respect of KBC’s budget for 2008/09. 

The A6 Towns Forum met on 5th November 2008. At the meeting there was a 
Police Strategy update. It was also reported that the Northamptonshire Teaching 
Primary Care Trust have made funding available for Desborough Surgery to 
undertake blood tests 5 days a week (Minute: 6507.1). Currently blood tests are 
available 1 day at Desborough Surgery and 4 days at Rothwell Surgery.  

Cllr Durward reported that he had written personally to the Practice Manager to 
complain about the lack of service at the Desborough Surgery. 

Cllr Coe had raised this issue at the Primary Care meeting he had recently 
attended. It was reported that the imbalance between Rothwell and Desborough 
is due to lack of space at Desborough. 

It was AGREED that the Town Council write a letter to the Doctors at the 
Desborough Surgery to express their concerns as to the availability of blood tests. 

Cllr Soans confirmed that KBC will in future send a list of meeting dates to every 
Town Council Clerk so that clashes can be avoided. 

Cllr Dearing reported that he had been working on the timeline for the 
redevelopment of the Market Square, Kettering. The response with regard to 
resident’s parking in Kettering Town Centre had not been as successful as hoped. 
It is unclear at present how many areas with go ahead.  

Chairman ………………………………….
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6524 

6524.1 

6524.2 

6524.3 

6524.4 

6524.5 

6524.6 

Clerk’s report  

The Clerk’s report had been circulated and gave details of: 

The Clerk had sent all correspondence required after the last Council meeting.   

Pocket Park (Minute 6505): A meeting was held at the Pocket Park on 
Wednesday 12th November 2008 involving Countryside Services NCC, 
Community Services KBC, County Councillor, existing volunteers, Footpaths 
Officer, the Wildlife Trust and the Clerk. Notes of the meeting were circulated to 
Councillors. It was confirmed that at the meeting Cllr Humfrey agreed to fund 
the £2,500 needed for the drainage works through her Empowering Councillor’s 
fund. It was AGREED that the park should be closed during the period of time 
the drainage works are being undertaken and for a limited period of time 
afterwards while the ground settles. The Clerk is to investigate if there are any 
statutory procedures the Town Council should follow in order to close the park. 

It has been established that Desborough Town Council has a Management 
Agreement with Kettering Borough Council in respect of the Pocket Park. A copy 
of the agreement was circulated to all Councillors. Concern was raised by the 
Town Council as to whether its’ insurance currently covers the public to use the 
park and volunteers to work in the park. It was AGREED that the insurance 
concerns should be clarified as a matter of urgency. A quote is to be obtained 
from the Council’s insurance company to cover both the public and volunteers 
using the park. 

The Pocket Park Volunteer Group are to meet again on Wednesday 3rd December 
to draw up a constitution for the Group, organise an Action Day for Volunteers in 
February and review the Management Plan, identifying projects and funding 
requirements. A further report will be submitted to the Town Council following 
this meeting. 

Civic Service: A provisional date has been set for the Service on 1st February 
2008. 

Bollards and Planters on High Street/Station Road in Desborough: A letter 
has been received from Mr Andrew Leighton, Community Engineer (Parking) at 
NCC. He has been approached by Mr Michael Donagher the resident of 77 High 
Street, Desborough, regarding vehicles parking on the footway outside his 
property. It was AGREED to write to Mr Leighton confirming the Town 
Council’s support for Mr Donagher to fund cast iron bollards. 

Westmoorland Drive/Hereford Close (Minute 6510.6): Cllr Derbyshire has 
contacted  Mr Steve Barber, Casualty Reduction Officer who has agreed to 
include Rushton Road in a Temporary Vehicle Activated sign Project, which will 
involve a flashing speed warning sign being erected on the road for two, four 
week sessions. Phase 4 of the project is due to start in Spring/early Summer 
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6525 

6525.1 

6525.2 

6525.3 

6525.4 

Community reports 

Town Centre Partnership: Cllr Goodman reported that the main focus of 
attention is the Gala Night to be held on Friday 28th November 2008. All 
Councillors have been asked if they can support either the set up of stalls in the 
morning or events during the evening.  

Civic Society : Councillor Hollinshead provided a written report which included 
the following details: 

Two exhibitions were highly praised at the Northants Heritage Awards. In 
particular the exhibition on the First World War with Desborough Primary 
Schools. 

A couple of lectures are being held. 24th November 2008 on Family researches on 
the First World War and 15th December 2008 the speaker John Lee, Desborough 
Historian. 

As usual the Heritage Centre will open on Gala Night, this time with a stall 
outside for the sale of cards and books. 

The Civic Society has won funding for Consultants to help it set up a Business 
Plan for a permanent Heritage Centre. This carries forward the Moving Forward 
Plan (also funded from Renaissance Museums) of last year. The first two-day 
meetings are week commencing 17th November 2008. 

The DCS Committee now has a Funding Sub-Committee which has many 
funding ideas to start in the New Year – from a Desborough Art Competition to a 
Desborough Recipe Book. It will apply for external funding to help with these. 

The Heritage Centre Sub-Committee has raised Museums, Libraries and 
Archives (MLA) funding for an improved cataloguing system with a collection 
access website (called Catalist). The Heritage Centre holds 4,000 photographs 
and 1,000 objects. 

Twinning: Cllr Goodman reported that following the AGM the Committee has 
remained the same as last year. The following events have been scheduled; 
Murder Mystery evening is to be held on New Years Eve, a trip to France in July 
2009, a quiz night to be held in January and a Race Night to be confirmed. All 
events are well organised and excellent fun. They are available to both members 
and non-members. 

Youth: There was no report given

Chairman ………………………………….
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6526 

6526.1 

6526.2 

6526.3 

6526.4 

6526.5 

6526.6 

Financial report 

Budget for 2009/10: 

It was AGREED to adopt the budget for 2009/10 presented to the meeting. 

2008/09 National Interim Salary Award for Local Council Clerks: 

It was AGREED to approve the pay award, with appropriate back pay. 

Insurance: 

The Clerk has received the renewal documents for the Town Council’s insurance. 
It was reported that the terms are the same as last year apart from an increase in 
cover for Civic Regalia from £1,621 to £1,637 and contents owned by the 
Council from £2,110 to £2,152. 

It was AGREED to renew the insurance in line with the renewal documents 
received. 

Accounts for Payment: 

The following were APPROVED for payment: 

Cheque No. Amount Payee Reason for Payment 
100982 £500.35 Mrs L Parkin Salary (Nov) & Expenses (Oct/Nov) 
100983 £103.41 HM Revenue & Customs PAYE & NI (Nov) 
100984 £35.00 Vine Community Trust Hall Hire 
100985 £8.64 Mr Matthew Smith Postage Expenses (Sept) 
100986 £470.15 Zurich Insurance Company Insurance 

Christmas Lights 2008/09 

The Clerk has received confirmation that Kettering Borough Council has 
allocated a grant of £2450 as a contribution to the cost of purchasing, installing 
and maintaining Christmas lights in Desborough for the 2008 season. The grant 
is made subject to a number of conditions including ‘that £500 is spent on the 
purchase of new lighting or decorations’. 

It was AGREED that Councillors will report back to the next meeting their ideas 
as to where new lights could be purchased for. The Clerk is to source a Christmas 
Lights brochure. 

Christmas Tree Decorations: 

It was AGREED that the Town Council will fund the cost of six trees for the 
Town Centre at a cost of £20 per tree. Total cost of £120. Rothwell and 
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6527 

6527.1 

6527.2 

6527.3 

6527.4 

6527.5 

6527.6 

Planning Applications: 

The following applications have been received and comments made under 
delegated procedures or to be made at the meeting: 

KET/2008/0817 – 89-91 Braybrooke Road (land between), Desborough – 
Outline Application: 1 no. new dwelling. 
Concern over roadway visibility/access, opposite the football pitch. Vehicle 
access hard standing does not appear to be permeable. Overdevelopment and a 
worrying lack of secure parking/lack of garages. Grant Outline Permission 
received. 

KET/2008/0841 – 74 Station Road, Desborough – Full Application: 
Alterations to shop front and inclusion of roller shutters. 
The reason for this application is well understood. Can it please be viewed by 
KBC Urban Design Specialist to ensure that it does not damage the street scene 
or impede the pavement. Please try to keep this in appearance with the UDF and 
conservation area. It should be viewed with the constraints of the 'conservation 
area' demands. The shutters may need to be inside. 

KET/2008/0848 – Linden Rise, 3 Rothwell Road, Desborough – Outline 
Application: Dwelling house and garage. 
Further backland development which is opposed by Desborough Town Council. 
Access to main road potantially hazardous.  Access even in proposed altered state 
would be too dangerous for yet more (possibly 3 - 4 - recognised no. of vehicles 
per dwelling) vehicles existing/accessing. This is now a B road but little or no 
notice is taken of the 30mph electric signs. Has a vehicle movements study been 
done on the dwellings already using the access? 

KET/2008/0809 – 27 Ise Vale Avenue (land at), Desborough – Outline 
Application: Construction of two storey 4 no. bedroom detached dwelling. 
Overdevelopment, changes character of the area. Removal of garaging on 
existing property inappropriate. Not in keeping with the surrounding area. 
Placement of integral garage is too far forward of line of other properties - this 
has been done to ensure 100 sq ft of rear garden - causing overwhelming feeling 
to that area. This will be further emphasised by the possible re-building of own 
garage in own front garden. 
This application has been withdrawn. 

KET/2008/0913 – 41A, 43 & 45 (land to the rear of) Pioneer Avenue, 
Desborough. Full Application: Erection of detached dwelling. 
Changes noted. Does the car parking area comply? It says impervious which 
means ‘cannot be penetrated’ – it needs to be porous. Tarmac does not comply. Is 
rainwater being collected for toilet flushing etc.? Unclear as to where the access 
will be. 

KET/2008/0887 – 23A Station Road, Desborough – Full Application: Change 
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THE MEETING CLOSED AT  9.59 PM   

…………………………………  CHAIRMAN

Chairman ………………………………….
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