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The Meeting of the Desborough Town Council held at Marlow House, Gold Street,
Desborough on Thursday 21st April 2011.
PRESENT
Councillors: Cllr P Goodman (Chairman), Cllr D Soans (Vice-Chairman), Cllr A Matthews,
Cllr D Coe, Cllr G Durward, Cllr M Tebbutt, Cllr P Malin, Cllr D Bindley
Clerk:

Leigh Parkin

Also in attendance: Members of the public
6973

Chairman’s announcements
Cllr Goodman welcomed everybody to the meeting. Cllr Goodman reported that she had
attended the following events/meetings:
18/03/11 – Higham Ferrers Civic Dinner;
22/03/11 – Extra Hawthorns Working Group Meeting;
26/03/11 – Desborough Town Council Litter Pick as part of the National ‘Stop the Drop’
Campaign;
31/03/11 to 03/04/11 – European Charter weekend to Spain. The theme of the trip was to
look at the age and demographic developments of people living in communities;
05/04/11 – Twinning meeting;
09/04/11 – Pocket Park Work Day;
14/04/11 – Campaign to Protect Rural England Roadshow re: the Big Society attended
with Cllr Durward;
21/04/11 – ‘Have Your Say’ meeting held at Asda, Kettering.

6974

Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Derbyshire, Cllr M Dearing and Cllr I
Hollinshead (holiday). It was RESOLVED to approve the apologies for absence
received.
The Clerk reported that she had received apologies for absence following the last Town
Council meeting from Cllr Derbyshire and the Police. It was RESOLVED to approve
the apologies for absence received.

6975

Declarations of Interest by Councillors
Cllr Soans would not take part in any consideration of planning matters as he is on the
Planning Committee at the Borough Council.

6976

Police Report
No police were in attendance.

6977

Minutes of Town Council meetings held on 17th March 2011
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting on the above date were unanimously
approved and signed as a true record.

6978

Matters Arising
 Minute 6958 (March 11) – The Conservative Club has informed the Town Council
that it has a ‘right of access’ (lifetime agreement) from Desborough High Street to
the Conservative Club car park with the owner of the land but no maintenance
agreement. The Conservative Club wrote to the owner of the land, Downell
Construction Ltd, in December 2009 asking for the potholes to be repaired. The
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6979

owner of the company telephoned the Conservative Club and stated that he had no
intention of doing anything to the road until the land next to it is developed (owned
by the same Company). He said he was happy for the Conservative Club to
undertake repairs. However, their insurance company has advised against making
repairs as the Club will then become liable. It was RESOLVED that the Town
Council will write to the Enforcement Officer at KBC copied to the owner of the
land.
Minute 6966 (March 11) – Mr Conway, Head of Housing KBC, has confirmed that
new gas-fired central heating systems will be installed in the bungalows in Victoria
Street and High Street during May. Transco will install a new gas supply at the end
of April.

Representations from members of the public
The Town Council was asked a number of questions:
 Will Conservative support for the Sainsbury’s bid continue after the election?
 With the reported delay of the Tesco planning application will the Town Council still
support the Sainsbury’s planning application if it is considered first?
 Does the Town Council see support for two supermarkets a real regeneration for the
Town?
 Does the Town Council want Desborough to be a dormitory town or a supermarket
town?
 The Heritage Centre and Civic Society were promised new accommodation on the
Lawrence Factory Site.
Councillors made the following comments in respect to the above-detailed questions:
 The Town Council has previously minuted (Minute 6949.3/Feb 11) that it has no
objection to the Sainsbury’s planning application as long as the Lawrence Site is
dealt with first. When the Lawrence Site solution has been approved and ceases to be
available the Town Council will fully support the development of Sainsbury's on
Magnetic Park;
 It was noted that the above decision was made by the Town Council and is not a
party political statement. It is not appropriate for political issues in respect of the
forthcoming election to be discussed at the Town Council meeting;
 Until a planning application is approved by KBC for the Lawrence Factory Site no
decision can be made about a supermarket to be situated on the Grange. This is based
on previous Government policy which still stands;
 With the advent of an additional 700 houses at the Grange there will be a need for
another supermarket;
 The Town Council has argued for many years that it does not want a dormitory town.
It is hoped that the future Council will continue this fight;
 The minutes from the Town Council meeting in March 2011 (Minute 6955 – Site
Specific Proposals Local Development Document) were referred to which shows the
Town Council’s support for new and existing manufacturing within the Town;
 The KBC plans for mixed use Lawrence Factory Site to include the Heritage Centre,
Marlow House and the Library amongst other uses were an aspiration. However,
until a developer submits a planning application which is approved by KBC then it is
not confirmed. A planning application of this nature has not been submitted by a
developer to date. The only plans submitted to the Town Council for comment from
KBC were from a Housing Association to build flats which was not supported. The
minutes from the Town Council meeting in March 2011 (Minute 6955) note that the
Heritage Centre requires a permanent home.
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An altercation took place between a member of the public and Cllr Durward. The
member of the public who had asked questions of the Council was asked by the
Chairman if he had anything else to say once his questions had been answered. The
member of the public stated that he had nothing else to say as it is clear that the
Council’s position had not changed. Cllr Durward stated that this was a stupid thing to
say and that he had, had enough of the stupidity that had gone on in the year. The
member of the public stated that he was offended to be called stupid and asked for the
statement to be retracted.
Cllr Goodman thanked the members of the public for attending the meeting.
6980

Hawthorns Working Group - Update
Cllr Soans reported that he had been asked to call a meeting of the original members of
the Hawthorns Working Group which was held on 22nd March 2011. Cllr Soans
highlighted the concerns raised by members of the Group at the meeting.
It was RESOLVED that:
 The Hawthorns Working Group be dissolved and that an independent Steering Group
is established with the DCDT as an umbrella organisation;
 Desborough Town Council has a representative on the Steering Group and that
members of the dissolved Working Group will be welcome to join the new Steering
Group.
It was AGREED that the Town Council continue to support keeping the Hawthorns
Leisure Centre open and that a Town Council representative will be decided upon at
May’s meeting.
An email has been received from Mr Warden, Desborough Community Development
Trust (DCDT), to ask for any outstanding Hawthorns Petitions to be returned to the
DCDT shop as soon as possible. It was noted that the petition was due to be presented to
KBC Full Council meeting on 27th April 2011. However, concern was raised that this
meeting has been cancelled ‘due to lack of business’.

6981

Kettering Old Grammar School Foundation
Cllr Soans gave a talk on the history of the Foundation, its’ purpose, the outward bound
centre it owns, financial support granted to institutions and bursaries awarded to gifted
and talented young people across Kettering Borough. Further information can be found
on their website at www.kogsf.org.uk
It was noted that grant applications have been received from virtually all schools across
the Borough with the exception of Desborough schools.

6982

Desborough – Corby Bus Service
The Town Council has not yet received a response from Stagecoach’s Commercial
Manager, Mr C Simes, to attend a Town Council meeting. It was AGREED that this
item will be placed on the Agenda for May.
NCC Have Your Say: Proposed Changes to Public Transport & Bus Subsidies – it was
AGREED that Cllr Coe will respond to this consultation on behalf of the Town Council.
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6983

War Memorial
Cllr Bindley reported that she had attended a meeting on behalf of the Town Council as a
request has been received by KBC to put a plaque in the flower garden behind the War
Memorial to commemorate 70 years of Desborough Aerodrome (2013) and all the RAF
personnel stationed there. The Town Council AGREED that it has no objection to this
request although concern was raised that more requests may be received.
It was noted that permission has been requested by Mr Warden, Poppy Appeal
Organiser, for the creation of a Field of Remembrance on the grassed area immediately
behind the War Memorial. Permission will need to be granted by KBC and not the Town
Council. It was RESOLVED to write to KBC to confirm the Town Council’s support
for the Field of Remembrance.

6984

Website Development
Councillors were invited to comment on the ‘mock’ website design and content. Vision
ICT Ltd will provide a further day of training to the Clerk and will arrange to meet with
the Town Council following the elections to provide a presentation on the website and
the facilities that can be used, such as, on-line voting and questionnaires. Training will
also be provided to organisations that manage their own page(s) on the website.

6985

County Councillor’s Report
No report received.

6986

Borough Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Tebbutt reported back key issues from the following meetings attended:
 26/03/11 – Desborough Town Council Litter Pick;
 05/04/11 - KBC Travellers Working Group – met to consider the current situation on
Travellers;
 KBC Planning Policy – The Rothwell & Desborough Area Action Plan has been
deferred until later in the year following the completion of the Kettering Town
Centre Action Plan. KBC cannot run two public enquiry activities simultaneously.
Cllr Soans reported that he had attended the following meetings/events:
 26/03/11 – Desborough Town Council Litter Pick;
 29/03/11 – KBC Planning Meeting;
 05/04/11 – KBC Travellers Working Group meeting;
 09/04/11 – Pocket Park Work Day;
 11/04/11 – Preservation for Rural England Executive meeting – attended with Cllr
Humfrey, Northamptonshire County Councillor – the proposed high speed rail link
was discussed in detail.
Cllr Coe raised a number of issues with the Borough Councillors:
 Complaints have been received from members of the public about the turf on the new
Rushton Road Play Area. Cllr Goodman confirmed that this issue has been raised
with Mr D Lane, KBC, who has confirmed that the turf has now been removed (it
had died due to lack of water) and the relevant areas seeded;
 Continued concerns have been received about the smell in the Harborough Road
area. It was RESOLVED to contact the Environmental Health Department to request
a report on the situation;
 The feeder road off Pevrel Place has been named Shakerspear Way which appears to
be spelt incorrectly and bears no relation to the other road names in this area. In
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addition the Town Council was not consulted/informed on this issue. The Chairman
said she would contact the County Councillor.
6987
6987.1

Clerk’s report
The Royal British Legion ‘Great Poppy Party Weekend’ (Minute 6925.3/Jan 11):
Mr Warden’s (Poppy Appeal Organiser) email with regard to activities being organised
in and around Desborough in respect of The Royal British Legion’s 90th birthday
celebrations was considered by the Town Council. Cllr Goodman confirmed that she
would be happy to help and support the proposed Music Festival.

6987.2

NALC Policy Consultation ‘A Community Right to Challenge’ (attached): It was
agreed that Cllr Soans will respond to this consultation.

6987.3

NALC Policy Consultation ‘A Community Right to Buy – Assets of Community
Value’ (attached): It was agreed that Cllr Soans will respond to this consultation.

6987.4

Rights of Way Team, NCC & MGWSP: The post of Volunteer Co-ordinator has now
been incorporated within the MGWSP Rights of Way Team at Brixworth who will now
take full responsibility for the Parish Path Warden Scheme and the Tree Warden
Scheme. MGWSP will be responsible for appointments, training, day to day support and
advice, organising annual ‘get togethers’ and the production of a regular newsletter.

6987.5

Northamptonshire’s Interim Third Local Transport Plan: The Plan has been
formally approved and adopted by NCC and is now available to download from:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/TP/Pages/LTP3.aspx
The plan includes a limited review of the policies that were included in the second Local
Transport Plan and an implementation plan for the 2011/12 financial year. It will be
replaced by a new plan no later than April 2012.

6987.6

Correspondence File: This month’s file contains:
 Desborough Town Council Standing Orders
 NCC Superfast Northamptonshire (March & April Newsletter)
 ‘Beating Anger’ Workshop – 14th May 2011
 Connecting Northamptonshire Local Sustainable Transport Fund Bid
 MGWSP Rights of Way Areas Map & contact details for each Rights of Way
Officer
 Temporary road closure A361 Banbury to Daventry
 Marlow House Bank Holiday Closures
 Marlow House – raise money by shopping online
 NCALC Update March – April 2011
 The Good Councillor’s Guide
 CVS – Trustee Network Northamptonshire – 12th May 2011
 kghtogether magazine
 Local Councillor Shadowing Award

6988

Community reports

6988.1

Civic Society: No report received.

6988.2

Town Centre Partnership: The next meeting is currently being organised.
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6988.3

Twinning: This year is the 25th Anniversary of the French connection which will
involve a week long visit in July of this year.

6988.4

Youth: An email received from James Putt, Chairman of the Desborough Youth Club
Management Committee was read to the Council. In summary:
 Despite recent cuts, the Youth Centre has been fortunate to be able to retain the
services of the nurses who run the NCC funded drop-in clinic on Wednesday
evening. This is mainly due to its rural location and the fact that it opens outside
sociable hours;
 Four of the club’s young people have recently been on the Emerging Leaders
residential weekend, organised by Northamptonshire Association of Youth Clubs
(NAYC);
 In February eleven female members and leaders attended a residential weekend at the
PGL(Peter Gordon Lawrence) activity centre in Grantham;
 Another four day residential is planned at the Pioneer Centre in Kidderminster which
offers indoor and outdoor activities.

6988.5

European Charter: Desborough will be hosting a European Charter weekend at the end
of November. Volunteers to help accommodate visitors are needed.

6989
6989.1

Financial report
Quarter 4 Financial Report @ 31st March 2011: The Quarter 4 financial analysis
report was APPROVED. It was noted that the External Audit Variance Report will
highlight any significant changes in expenditure for 2010/11, for example, the
Empowering County Councillor’s Fund.

6989.2

Town Council Assets: The Town Council APPROVED the up-dated Asset Register
detailed in the Finance Report and the valuations given as at 1st April 2011 taking into
consideration the advice provided by BDO (External Auditor) in their Winter 2011 Audit
Briefing (Minute 6967.3/March 2011). It was AGREED that the Civic Regalia should
have an up-to-date valuation.

6989.3

VAT Return: A claim for the refund of VAT from 19th March 2010 to 31st March 2011
has been submitted to HM Customs & Excise for the total amount of £189.14.

6989.4

End of Year Accounts for 2010/11: The End of Year Accounts for 2010/11 were
unanimously APPROVED and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

6989.5

Chairman’s Allowance 2011/12: The Town Council AGREED that the level of
allowance payable to the Chairman in the forthcoming Council year will remain
unchanged at £700.

6989.6

Internal/External Audit Dates: The Town Council APPROVED the audit timetable
presented in the Finance Report. Desborough Town Council has not been randomly
selected as part of the External Auditors’ 5% random sample.

6989.7

Accounts for Payment: The following payments were approved for payment:
Cheque
Amount
Payee
Reason for Payment
No.
101172
£777.59
Mrs L Parkin
Salary & Expenses (Apr 11)
101173
£76.98
HM Revenue & Customs PAYE & NI (Apr 11)
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101174
101175

£35.00
£40.34

Vine Community Trust
Opal

Hall Hire (April 11)
Telephone Line
Rental/Broadband + calls
101176
£1,552.78 Northants CALC
2011/12 membership (Minute
6947.3/Feb 2011)
101177
£29.00
Northants CALC
Freedom of Information
Training – Clerk 23/03/11
(Minute 6969.7/March 2011)
101178
£79.20
Harborough Blinds Ltd
Supply & fit a blind, Town
Council Office (Minute
6969.9/ March 2011)
101179
£2520.00
Kettering Borough
Cost of erecting &
Council
dismantling Christmas lights
2010
101180
£29.00
CPRE
Campaign to Protect Rural
England – Planning Roadshow
14/04/11 (Minute 6947.1/ Feb
2011)
101181
£2340.00
Vision ICT
V4 Interactive website
development & training (50%)
Funding for the website
received from Maud Elkington
Trust -£3,900 (Minute
6947.7/Feb 2011)
101182
£30.00
LANRAC
Leicestershire &
Northamptonshire Railway
Action Group (Minute
6958/March 2011)
101183
£724.38
Mrs L Parkin
Salary (May11)
101184
£76.98
HM Revenue & Customs PAYE & NI (May11)
101185
£35.00
Vine Community Trust
Hall Hire (May 11)
It was noted that cheque numbers 101183, 101184 and 101185 are forwarded
dated to 19th May 2011 as cheques will not be able to be signed at the Town
Council meeting to be held on 19th May 2011 as two of the current signatories
are not standing for re-election. New cheque signatories will need to be
identified at May’s meeting and the appropriate paperwork completed and
submitted to Barclays Bank.
6989.8

Accounts & Audit (England) Regulations 2011: The Council noted the main
highlights of the Regulations which became effective on 31st March 2011, i.e. they are
effective for the year ending 31 March 2011.

6990

Planning Applications
The following applications have been received and comments made under delegated
procedures or at the meeting:

6990.1

KET/2010/0828 – Mr Malde Malde Holdings – 7 Station Road, Desborough – Full
Application: Change of use from dance hall to wedding venue and conferencing
centre.
Desborough Town Council fully supports this planning application. The revitalisation of
this community asset is to be applauded.
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6990.2

KET/2010/0828 (amended) – Mr Malde Malde Holdings – 7 Station Road,
Desborough – Full Application: Change of use from dance hall to wedding venue
and conferencing centre with managers flat, external alterations including
alterations to doors and windows and two new entrance canopies (Amended plans
submitted).
No objection except the description for future business does not seem to include dinner
dances - are these precluded?

6990.3

KET/2010/0800 – Mr Gaskin c/o Derbyshire Gypsy Liaison Group – Greenfields,
Great Oxendon Road, Braybrooke - Full Application: Change of use from
agricultural land to a residential Gypsy site with 3 no. pitches and facilitating
development.
Desborough Town Council totally rejects this planning application. There is more than
enough Traveller Sites in the North of the Borough including the official one at The
Pastures.
Planning permission has already been granted for an additional ten pitches at The
Pastures which satisfies the identified need for the North of the Borough. Eight
additional pitches are needed in the South of the Borough.
This is situated on a green field site and has a current enforcement order which it is
understood follows on from a number of enforcement orders over a period of at least ten
years. It is believed that pitches are still currently being sold across the site which
consists of seven occupied pitches which are not the three being applied for.
It is understood that the Utilities Statement is incorrect as the owner of the nearby
kennels was allegedly (fairly) recently offered £1,000 by the occupants of the Gypsy Site
for them to be allowed to use the mains water to the kennels. This was reported by the
owner of the kennels to a KBC Planning Meeting held on 9th March 2011.
Due to the nature, sensitivity and local importance of this Planning Application
Desborough Town Council request that it be 'called in' to be discussed at a Full Planning
Committee to ensure a transparent process.
A Traveller and Gypsy Information Note (April 2011) received from KBC had been
distributed to Councillors prior to the meeting.

6990.4

It was noted that KET/2011/0092(Minute 6948.4/March 11) – Midlands CoOperative Society Ltd – 113A Braybrooke Road, Desborough - Advertisement
Application: 1 no illuminated fascia sign. 3 no window graphics. KBC has granted
permission for this application (08/04/11).
This planning application was considered by the Town Council however attached to it
were two other applications:
KET/2011/0093 – Midlands Co-Operative Society Ltd – 2 High Street, Desborough
– Advertisement Application: 1 no. illuminated fascia sign. 3 no. vinyl sign. KBC has
granted permission for this application (04/04/11).
KET/2011/0095 – Midlands Co-Operative Society Ltd – Station Road, Desborough
– Advertisement Application: 2 no. illuminated fascia sign. 2. No. panel signs to
existing totem. 2 no. window vinyls. KBC has granted permission for this application
(14/04/11).
A response to planning applications KET/2011/0093 & 0095 has been delayed as it was
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not clear they were attached to the back of planning application KET/2011/0092 (reply
sent 17.03.11). The Town council has no objection to these planning applications as it
has improved the street scene. The Town Council however strongly object to the fact
that the Co-Op have put up the signs before planning permission has been granted by
KBC.
6990.5

KET/2010/0726 (Minute 6904.2/Dec 10) – Miss Boksh – 72 Station Road,
Desborough – Full Application: Change of use from dwelling to ground floor
restaurant and first floor bedsit, with two storey rear extension. Cllr Goodman
reported that this Planning Application has not yet been resolved with Kettering Borough
Council. The plans propose to remove the bay window however KBC want the window
to remain. There is also an issue with regard to the need to use shutters. Cllr Goodman
has suggested that Miss Boksh write to KBC including photographic evidence of the
number of premises that use shutters along Station Road and High Street as well as
highlighting recent damage that has occurred to premises without shutters. It was
AGREED that the Town Council will write to Kettering Borough Council Planning
Department to support this application.

6990.6

Notices of Approval received:
KBC has granted permission for the following applications:
KET/2011/0076 (Minute 6948.3/March 11) – Mr Bradbury – 61 Rushton Road,
Desborough – Full Application: Two storey rear extension.
KET/2011/0098 – Mr P Haynes – 52 Copelands Road, Desborough – Non-Material
Amendment: KET/2006/0950 (Two storey dwelling with integral garage): Amended
window details, conversion of garage to habitable room and landscaping.

6991

Date of next meeting and items for the agenda:
Prior to the close of the meeting Cllr Coe noted that as this was the last meeting of the
current Council prior to Town Council elections taking place on 5 th May 2011 he wished
to thank Cllr Goodman for her Chairmanship and many other involvements in the local
community, complimenting both Cllr Tebbutt and Cllr Goodman for their
professionalism as Chairmen. Cllr Coe paid tribute to all members of the Town Council
who have respected his point of view. In particular Cllr Coe acknowledged the work
undertaken by three members of the Town Council who are voluntarily standing down –
Cllr Goodman, Cllr Bindley and Cllr Durward.
Cllr Durward paid tribute to Cllr Goodman and Cllr Tebbutt for their Chairmanship
during a very difficult time.
Cllr Goodman thanked all members of the Town Council for their support over the last
12 years and in particular over the last 12 months as Chairman. Cllr Goodman expressed
every good wish to the next Council.
Annual Town Council meeting - Thursday 19th May 2011 – Section 1 & 2 External
Audit Form, Corby-Desborough Bus Service.
THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.25 PM
………………………………… CHAIRMAN
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